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Tab.1 Outline of Wenchuan earthquake, Hanshin earthquake and Niigata earthquake
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Temporary dwellings in Yingxiu Town
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Application and construction of emergency temporary housing
after earthquake in China and Japan

FAN Yue, ZHOU Bo”

( School of Architecture and Fine Art, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116024, China )

Abstract: The application and construction (operation) system of emergency housing is focused. It
gives a detailed analysis of the Japanese experiences and lessons in the big earthquakes like
Hanshin-Awaji earthquake and Niigata-Chuetsu earthquake. In Hanshin-Awaji earthquake, the
Japanese government played a major role and there was not a perfect emergent disaster relief system.
Due to the unsuccessful forecast on the long-term use of the emergency shelters, there appeared
serious problems of inefficiency construction, undersupply of materials, poor physical and mental
health, as well as overspending on construction and maintenance. These problems were greatly
improved in the Niigata-Chuetsu earthquake. After that, combined with the field survey in the
Wenchuan earthquake area and compared with the regional specialties of the post-disaster
reconstruction in our country, it is pointed out that the emergency dwelling system in Wenchuan is the
mutual effort of the government and the victims themselves. Being able to satisfy both the material
and psychological requirements, this system manages to develop the transitional environment, which

caters to the residing needs in the long-term run.

Key words: Wenchuan earthquake; emergency temporary houses; temporary dwellings;

Hanshin-Awaji; Niigata-Chuetsu



